Instructions for Authors

1. Manuscripts submitted for publication in "Medical Ethics & Bioethics" should be written in English, Slovak or Czech language. 
2. Authors are encouraged to submit the manuscripts via e-mail (as an attachment to the e-message, not included into the body of the e-message). 
If the manuscript is mailed to the editor, it should be accompanied by a CD containing its electronic version, written by using a common PC text editor (preferably MS Word). The name of the first author, the name of the manuscript file and the version of the text editor used should be indicated on the CD label.

3. Size of the contributions: 
a) original articles and reviews: up to 10 text pages (30 lines and 60 characters per page) (excluding the list of references) and 5 pieces of enclosures (pictures, figures, tables), 
b) letters to the editor, book reviews, news, reports from scientific meetings, etc.: up to 5 text pages and 2 pieces of enclosures.

4. Title page of the manuscript should indicate the title of the contribution, names (incl. academic titles), institutions and addresses of all authors. Original paper, as well as a review article should be accompanied by an abstract (size about 10 - 20 lines) and a list of key words (5 – 7).

5. References should be given in an alphabetical order according to the surname and initial(s) of other name(s) of the first author. Quotations in the text should be made by indicating the order number of the reference [in the brackets]. 

Individual references should be formatted according to the tentative examples given here: 
a) journal articles: 1. Masura J, Kopac L, Sedlak V, et al.: Persistent vegetative state – ethical aspects. Med. Etika Bioet., Vol. 1, 1994, No. 2, p. 12 - 14. 
b) articles in the book: Johnson V: Persistent vegetative state - medical aspects. In: Shaw T. S. (ed.): Persistent vegetative state. Irwin Books Ltd., Bratislava, 1994, 386 pages, p. 31 - 49.

6. Documentation of the manuscript could comprise pictures (or good quality photographes, negatives, or pictures stored in an electronic form using common formats), figures and tables. If sent as a hard copy, every item should be printed on a separate sheet of paper (not included in the text), made in a „camera ready“ quality. Author's name, type of documentation (picture, table, figure) and its order number should be indicated overleaf.

If submitted via e-mail, the documentation must be in a suitable electronic format.

7. Manuscripts, if not submitted via e-mail, should be mailed in one complete copy (including documentation) to the address of the editor. 

8. In the accompanying letter to the manuscript, the address of author to whom the correspondence should be directed (incl. telephone, or fax numbers), as well as a complete list of other authors (please, give the authors’ first names in full, not only the initials) together with the names of institutions and their respective addresses should be indicated. The letter should contain also the statement on the originality of the submitted manuscript (i. e. that it has not yet been published or submitted for publication elsewhere).

9. Manuscripts submitted should be formulated in a final form. Original papers as well as review articles are subjected to the peer review process before their acceptance for publication.

10. Editorial Board reserves itself the right to make necessary editorial changes of the manuscript (including its title), to shorten the original text, or returning the manuscript to the author for adjustments according to the recommendations of the reviewers. Editorial Board reserves itself the right to determine the order and final adjustment of the manuscripts for publication.

11. Manuscripts that do not meet the conception of the journal, or those not prepared according to these Instructions and recommendations of reviewers cannot be accepted for the publication.

12. According to the non-profit character of the journal, authors of the manuscripts are not entitled to any financial honorarium. Authors will be sent a copy of the journal with their article as soon as it is published. Up till 20 additional copies of the journal could be sent to the responsible author free of charge upon request. The reprints of the sole article published are not provided.
13. The journal is available on-line for a free download in PDF format at www.bioetika.sk or www.bioethics.sk.

14. Manuscripts and all editorial correspondence should be mailed to:

Assoc. Prof. Jozef Glasa, M.D., PhD.                                                                          Editor, Medical Ethics & Bioethics
Institute of Medical Ethics and Bioethics n.f. 

Vysoká 32, 81106 Bratislava, Slovak Republic

      or e-mailed to: jozef.glasa@szu.sk, jozef_glasa@yahoo.com  

Bratislava, March 2011
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